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1. The private secretary of Gemeral Jose 4n el Avendano, presant Linister of
Interior, has ‘mplied that the Ceneral may soon becows the official candidate
in the presidentiel elections in El Salvador. :
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2. Some degrese of confirration was obtained from Lifuel Anrel Zspino, private
secretary to President Castanecds, that Avendano was being considered as a :
possible official candidate. There have been discussions recently in the :
Case Tresidencial of the nscessity for creating a new officisl candidate who
would be really strong. UBspino added that the question of an official
cancidate still derended on whether or not Fresident Castaneda decices to : :

2§§€¥»As.11 thought of staying in power himself for two mors years, B

-Comment: There is a possibility that the informwation sbout Tensral :
Avendanoc hias been rlanted by President Casteneda himself. The Fresident -
has revortedly promises in privete conversations to support General Mauro
Espinola as. the official candidete, but has persisted in sowing doubt in
the public mind as well as among officials that Ispinola would be his candidate.
It is possibls that the Fresident is deliberately sreating a state of con- L
fusion so that his continuvancs in powsr wil) eventually besome ascepted asg the ;
only wey out of the muddle.
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